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Abstract —During the last two decades, there has also been anthropogenic methane and nitrogen oxides emissions

a significant sensitization of the global communitytowards
environmental preservation and assuring of food quidty.
Ardent promoters of organic farming consider that t can
meet both these demands and become the mean for quete
development of rural areas. After almost a century of
development organic agriculture is now being embrasd by
the mainstream and shows great promise commercially
socially and environmentally. While there is contimum of
thought from earlier days to the present, the moder organic
movement is radically different from its original form. It now
has environmental sustainability at its core in addion to the
founders concerns for healthy soil, healthy food ah healthy
people. The empirical evidences of efficiency analis of
Organic and conventional farming systems are scaraar even
absent. In the above setting, this study made antatnpt to
critically examine the contemporary alternate agrialture
and the perception of organic farming as perceivedby
farmers.

Keywords — Organic Farming, Perception, Sustainable,
Agriculture, Green Revolution.

|. INTRODUCTION

The input-intensive cultivation types of th@reen

Hence, present study.

Organic farming is being promoted and is gaining
acceptance all over the world, especially in Saashe
Asia, as part of the latest efforts to encouragécalgure
systems that are both socially and ecologicallyesnable.
The system is based on minimizing the use of costly
external inputs, such as synthetic fertilizers pasticides,
by increasing and efficiently utilizing farm-based
resources (Ramesh et al. 2005). Organic methods hav
been adopted more rapidly in most industrializeghtoes
(Lampkin and Padel 1994) than in the Third World
(Scialabba 2000).

Several studies across the world reveled the faat t
farmers’ attitudes and opinions towards organienfag
systems (OFS) should be evaluated to identify thetual
perceptions about OFS. Both their viewpoints and
decision-making patterns for adopting organic fagni
whether positive or adverse, should be determirad f
developing effective extension methods in the @ejivof
sustainable agricultural practices. Hence, the ifipec
objectives of this study were designed to analyze t
opinions of organic farmers (OF) towards organiaifag.

1.1 Need for Sustainable / Alternative Farming

Revolution, which was initiated in the sixties by theg,gtem

international agricultural research centers, ar¢éhenouter
opposite side of the diagram. Here, the emphasts ama
introducing so called high-yielding maize, wheatrime
varieties in the countries of the South, and tine &as to
increase agricultural output. The yield of theseiet@s
wills only be higher in comparison to traditionahtl races
if intensive use is simultaneously made of artfici
irrigation, fertilizer and pesticides - and thisstoa lot of
money, which is why the Green Revolution coincideith
accelerated structural readjustment in agricultunigally,

there were enormous increases in yielding the go

farming locations, especially in Asia. But by ang the
high-yield strains had to be crossed with moreailyt
adapted local varieties in order to maintain yieleels in
the long run. In retrospect, with its massive inéertions
in sensitive agro-ecological systems, the GreeroRé&wen
has caused many environmental and social problems.

It is perhaps owing to these issues and their hegat
impacts, that the Intergovernmental Panel on Ckmap
Change (IPCC) has noted that agriculture as peattic

today (conventional agriculture, modern agricultaréGR
agriculture) accounts for about one fifth of

anthropogenic greenhouse effect, producing aboybes0
cent and 70 per cent,

th

respectively of the over

The performance of the agricultural sector infllemnthe
growth of the Indian economy. Agriculture (inclugin
allied activities) accounted for 15.7 per centtod Gross
Domestic Product (GDP-at constant prices) in 200&$
compared to 21.7 per cent in 2003-04. Notwithstagdi
the fact that the share of this sector in GDP heesnb
declining over the years, but its role remainsiaalitas it
accounts for about 52 per cent of the employmerthén
country. Agricultural sector also contributed 1pet cent
of national exports in 2008-0@Economic Survey, 2009-
L ). Agriculture provides food for more than ondidm
people and yields raw materials for agro-basedstrihs.

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO, 2007), sustainable agriculture “is the susfids
management of resources for agriculture to satisfy
changing human needs while maintaining or enharttiag
quality of environment and conserving natural reses!.

In this context, Organic Farming considered to hbestm
ppropriate eco-friendly technology in contemporary
agrarian crisis in the developing countries likdidn

Last decades, organic farming received increasing

€ttention in agricultural policy and rural develogmh. For
aiés defenders, organic farming is regarded as aemor

ustainable production method compared to convesitio
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practices. Moreover, as public concern for foodliqua  The table 1 revealed that 40 per cent of the redgms
and safety, animal welfare and the conservationatfiral considered organic farming as non use of chemafasy
resources grows, the organic farming philosophy artgipe in production,40 per cent opined organic fagnas
practice become more important. Policy makers adtic use of locally available eco-friendly materials fiarm
this opportunity and have tried to create a stitmda Substantial increase in the production of food ngas
framework for the development of organic farmingachieved through the use of improved crop varigties
Hence, today a whole set of policy instrumentstexisth  higher levels of fertilizers and plant protectidmemicals.
at European and national level, reflecting theimgihess Of late it has been realized that the increaseadyztion
for active support, e.g. the European Action Plan fachieved is at the cost of soil health and friendly
Organic Food and Farming (European Commission, 200&nvironment. Sustainable production at higher evel
Keeping in view the above situations the reseatadys becomes possible only when the factors leadinghto t

PN -

was undertaken with the following specific objees. continued maintenance of soil health are adequééisn

Objectives of the Study care of. The modern farming systems aim at maxingizi

1 To review the need assessment of the contempordfpduction through the use of increased quantités
alternate agriculture external inputs such as fertilizers and plant mtate

2 To find out perception about meaning of organichemicals without due consideration to their ilfeefs.
farming and specific features of organic farming a€onsequently, the traditional agronomic practiagshsas
understood by the farmers. green manuring, use of farm wastes either as sueltey

1.2 Research Methods composting and other soil ameliorative measureg may

The present study based on purposive sampling tRgécome part of the farming systems. This has ebirt a
selection of sample organic farmers for the casedies Slow but steady decline in the productive and recafive
were chosen from four districts i.e. namely; M&ndy Capacity of the soil. Indiscriminate use of fer@is has
Chitra Durga, Gadag and Raichur Apart from th&aused several prob_lems on the farm as well agleutse
quantitative analysis of primary data , qualitatarealysis farm. A few studies shows that, plants becomeemor
was also done by in-depth case analysis of selectédsceptible to pests and diseases hence theiotontrld

farmers be effectively done by using high potency poisonous
Scope of the Sudy chemicals. As a result their residue on plantsrthei
Broadly, the present study has been planned tor cowfoducts and in the soil handled to health hazerdsder
five major issues. First, an overview of organicrfing to mitigate these health hazards and bring outralatu
1.3 Limitations of the Study balance and protection of ecosystem, organic fagmin

Since the study has covered only four  Districts jmovement has started in several parts of the wanld,

Karnataka the results cannot be generalized tor otnghich no proqluctlon. For one respondent Ofga”“‘_“"a@ :
districts. was preparation of compost and vermicompostinggusin

The case studies was conducted in Four districts B}€M In farm production, and organic farming wasuse

Karnataka. Ten organic farmers were selected baeed? hybnﬁs and JUd('jC'OUS use of water in farm pran
following criteria. or another respondent.

a) A minimum of five years of experience in organi The concept of organic farming has been perceived

c,
farming, b) Cultivating either annual or perenniabps. dn‘_:_erently byfthﬁ respondents. h f .
Farmers cultivating only perennial crops were estetij c) 0 most of them it means ine use of organic manures

Proximity to the university. The respondents bekzhi¢p and indige_nous_r_nethods of pla_m_t protection_as ayaise
Mandya, Chitra durga, Gadag and Raichur Distriots {0 SYnthetic fertilizers and pesticides. Organierfmng has
Karnataka ' been defined different but the description offeried

' Lampk in (1990) appears to be most comprehensive.

. ) Covering all essential features. As per this dpson,
Il. Perception of Farmers About Meaning of  organic farming "is a production system which asoit

Organic Farming largely excludes the use of synthetic compounded
fertilizers, pesticides, growth regulators anddieek feed
Table 1. additives.
Sl. | Organic Farming mea Fre Peice To the maximum extent feasible organic farmingesyst
No. guency| ntage relies on crop rotations, use of crop residuesmahi
1 | Non use of chemicals of ai 4 40 manures, legumes, green manures, off farm orgaastes
type in farm production and aspect, biological pest and disease contnolatiatain
2 | Use of locally availabl 4 40 soil productivity and tills, to supply plant nutnis and to
materials which are eco- control insects, weeds and other pests.
friendly
3 | farm productiol 1 10
4 | Preparation of compost a 1 10
vermicomposting using farm
materials
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2.1 Specific Features of Organic Farming as
Under stood by the Respondents

3
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organic farming where the micro-level sustainapitif the
farming system has been ensured.

It was observed that high per cent of the samplades

Table 2.
Sl. | Features Fre Per cer
No. quency
1 | Use of locally availabl 3 30
inputs in farm production
2 | Ecc-friendly and 6 60
avoidance of exploitation
of natural environment
3 | Increases sail fertility an 7 70
microbial activity
4 | Higher tolerance to bioti 2 20
and biotic stresses than
that of conventional
farming
5 | Quality of the produce i 2 20 [
good 2]

Table 2 revealed slight deviation specific featuoes
advantages of the organic farming as understoothby 3]
respondents has revealed slight deviations fromh eac
other, organic farming increases soil fertility aatso [4]
microbial activity in the soil was the special f@at of
organic farming for 70 per cent of the responde8isty [5]
per cent of the respondents were of the opiniort tha
organic farming is eco-friendly and avoids expltda of [6]
natural environment. Use of locally available irgum
farm production was the special feature of orgéaniming [7]
for 30 per cent. For twenty per cent each of the
respondent’s higher tolerance to biotic and a bisttiesses [8]
than that of conventional farming and quality ofeth
produce was perceived good were the special featfre o
organic farming. Majority of the respondents (70%)
emphasized that organic farming would improve soilo]
fertility status and microbial activity in soil. I§ true that
the organic wastes that are being added to thewsibil
certainly improve the water holding capacity of thal
and also bring about improvement in soil structangl [11]
texture. The organic manures added will also adbed
material to the native micro flora. Thereby we coul

expressed soil health oriented motives followedédason
of health concerns, quality of organic produce.

The study confirms that, increasing global conamrer
environmental pollution and human health problems
created by agrochemical
environment,
organically produced commodities, assures a brnighte
future for such indigenous organic system. Furtther
results conclude that there is ample scope forresipa of

residues in food and
resulting in the rising demand for

organic farming depends strongly on the self-itiitea of
farmers.
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identify such soils as fertile. This findings inragment AUTHOR'S PROFILE

with the findings of Tangaswamy (1991).

Dr. NAZEERUDIN

MA
[ll. S UMMING UP

PhD

Rural Development from Bangalore University
Bangalore University. Bangalore

SLET UGC Accredited. Govt. of Karnataka

Organic farming is practiced in India since thowsaof
years. The great Indian civilization thrived on ami
farming and was one of the most prosperous cowsnitnie
the world, till the British ruled it. In traditiohdndia, the
entire agriculture was practiced using organic reflnes,
Organic farming was the backbone of the Indian eoon

An attempt is made to assess perception a
understanding of farmers about organic farming ltesu
showed a mixed response.

The study indicates that the personal attributesitds
environment quality of agro eco system and foodiisc
are the significant ecological factors which infleed and
motivated the farmers to understand the uniqueifeatof
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